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 The Washington City Council met in a regular session on Monday, February 12, 2018 at 

5:30pm in the City Council Chambers at the Municipal Building.  Present: Mac Hodges, Mayor; 

Virginia Finnerty, Mayor Pro tem; Doug Mercer, Councilmember; Richard Brooks, Councilmember; 

William Pitt, Councilmember and Roland Wyman, Councilmember.  Also present: Bobby Roberson, 

City Manager; Franz Holscher, City Attorney and Cynthia S. Bennett, City Clerk.     

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order and Councilmember Brooks delivered the 

invocation.   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council approved the 

minutes of January 8, 2018 as presented. 

 

APPROVAL/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved the 

agenda as amended.   

 

 Add – Prior to adjournment:  Discussion ~ possible Police Station location  

 Add – After Consent Agenda:  Discussion ~ PEG Channel, Revenue Neutral, Electric Rates 

and Agency Funding Policy  

 Move Consent Item C (to allow for discussion): Authorize – Manager to sign the grant 

application for a Historic Preservation Fund Grant to update the Historic Walking Tour & 

Preservation Brochure 
 

RECOGNITION: 

Kimberly Grimes - Master’s Degree Public Administration 

Chad Spinner - Bachelor’s Degree Criminal Justice 

 
Mayor Hodges along with Fire Chief Robbie Rose and Police & Fire Services Director Stacy Drakeford pose for a photo to congratulate 

Kimberly Grimes on her Master’s Degree in Public Administration and Chad Spinner on his Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council approved 

the Consent Agenda as amended  

 

A. Authorize – Application for EZ Technology Grant  

B. Authorize – Application for LSTA ~ EZ Grant   

 

C. removed for discussion: Authorize – Manager to sign the grant application for a 

Historic Preservation Fund Grant to update the Historic Walking Tour & Preservation 

Brochure 
  

Removed From Consent Agenda for Discussion: AUTHORIZE – MANAGER TO SIGN THE 

GRANT APPLICATION FOR A HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUND GRANT TO UPDATE 

THE HISTORIC WALKING TOUR & PRESERVATION BROCHURE 
Background and Findings: The NC State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is now accepting applications 

for the FY 2018 Historic Preservation Fund grants. The Historic Preservation Fund (HPF) is a federal 

matching grant program that supports state and local preservation programs and projects. HPF 

funds are made available to SHPO through the National Park Service. Eligible applicants are Certified Local 

Governments (CLGs). The local matching requirement is a minimum of forty percent (40%) of eligible project 

costs and the HPF share can be up to sixty percent (60%). The Tourism Development Authority and the 

Washington Area Historic Foundation (WAHF) have graciously agreed to share in the cost of the matching 

funds. The proposed budget is shown below: 
Cost of Printing: 
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Brochure: 3,000 brochures for $1,100 

Guided Tour Books for Historic District: 4,000 tour books for $6,400 

Total Publication Costs:    $7,500   Amount of project 

Total Contributions: Grant  $4,500   60%  

   City  $1,700 

   Tourism  $1,100 

   WAHF  $   200   40% 

     $7,500   100% 

 

 Councilmember Mercer asked for and received clarification from John Rodman, Community & 

Cultural Services Director relating to the grant, associated match, and brochure vs. booklet. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council accepted 

the recommendation of the Historic Preservation Commission and authorized the Manager to sign the 

Historic Preservation Fund Grant application to update the Historic Walking tour and Preservation 

Brochure. 

 

DISCUSSION: PEG CHANNEL 

 Councilmember Mercer discussed some of his concerns regarding the PEG channel and 

received feedback from David Carraway, IT Director.  Concerns included broadcast content, Council 

meeting video, camera issues. Mr. Carraway discussed his proposed plans for the upcoming budget 

year relating to upgrading the video equipment in the Council Chambers. No action taken by Council. 

 

DISCUSSION: REVENUE NEUTRAL 

 Councilmember Mercer noted 2018 is the year for property tax revaluation by Beaufort 

County. He continued by saying we need to look at having a revenue neutral goal for property 

valuation inside city.  No action taken by Council. 

  

DISCUSSION: ELECTRIC RATES 

 Councilmember Mercer discussed the electric rates and recommended that Council instruct 

staff to reduce energy cost by 5%, base cost of service will remain constant (kilowatt cost reduced by 

5%).  This is a budget recommendation and asked Council to agree to tell staff to include this in the 

budget.   

 Mayor Hodges noted this item should be discussed during the budget workshops.  The City 

Manager explained that in six years, we will not owe any money in the Electric Department and it is 

his desire to stay on the path we are on and continue to reduce our debt.  No action taken by Council. 

 

DISCUSSION: AGENCY FUNDING POLICY 

 Councilmember Mercer discussed the need for an outside agency funding policy and that he 

had forwarded his suggested policy to the City Manager and other members of Council. 

  

 Mayor Pro tem Finnerty expressed the need to change the name from “outside agencies” to 

“support agencies”.  No action taken by Council. 

 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:   

 Jay Martin and Mark Hamblin reviewed the funding request of $11,664 for Purpose of God 

Outreach Center and thanked Council for their previous and continued support.  

 

 Gerald Seighman commented that outside/support agencies should not be allowed to request 

funding from Beaufort County and City of Washington because city taxpayers have to pay twice. 

 

 Mike Weeks discussed items of concern relating to phone calls not being returned by the 

utilities customer service department.  He also disapproves of having to provide proof of ownership on 

rental property that he owns in order to have utilities turned on.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 6:00PM– ZONING:  None 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 6:00PM – OTHER:     

ADOPT – ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 4 ANIMALS, OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 
BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: The amendment proposal is in response to several requests to allow chickens 

to be kept within the City of Washington corporate limits. Staff reviewed animal regulations from other 



CITY COUNCIL MINUTES       FEBRUARY 12, 2018 
WASHINGTON, NORTH CAROLINA                                                PAGE 
                                                 

                                                
municipalities in regards to their corporate limits. Staff was able to use this data to provide an amendment that 

was suitable to the City of Washington. The Planning Board and staff recommend approval of the proposed 

amendments. 
 

 John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services Director reviewed the proposed amendment 

with Council. The Planning Board removed horses from the proposed ordinance, and the amendment 

now only pertains to chickens.  The distance from residence changed from 100ft. to 50ft. some of the 

information in the ordinance came from NC State.  

 

 Mayor Pro tem Finnerty asked which cities in NC allow chickens.  Mr. Rodman noted he is 

aware of 35 cities that allow chickens according to an article from the Kinston Free Press newspaper. 

Councilmember Pitt asked why the Planning Board made the change in the distance requirement and 

Mr. Rodman noted the change was at the request of city residents.  

 

Mayor Hodges opened public hearing.  

 

 John Wehrenberg, resident and developer of Tree Shade Subdivision made a presentation 

stating his concerns and opposition regarding backyard chickens inside the city limits. He listed 

concerns relating to noise, smell, reduction in property values if chickens are allowed. 

 

 Michael McClure ~ 209 Ellison Drive discussed caged chickens, free range chickens, backyard 

chickens, excess eggs, coop size/location and enforcement. He asked Council if they remembered Ms. 

Shelton that lived on Market St. Ext./Smallwood and the farm animals she had for decades.  He also 

reminded them of the trouble the animals caused. He noted that farm animals do not belong in the city.   

 

 Kay Evans stated she doesn’t live in Washington but operates Chocowinity Chicken Sanctuary, 

a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization since 2009 that provides permanent sanctuary to abandoned 

chickens or poultry in need of a home (they are at maximum capacity at this time and cannot take 

anymore chickens).  Chickens are wonderful and the ordinance should allow roosters as they watch for 

predators and alert the hens to danger.  There are at least 9 cities that allow roosters (Wilmington, 

Hickory, Raleigh, Charlotte, High Point, Mooresville, Gastonia, Monroe, Lincolnton). What happens 

if someone gets chicks and some of them end up being roosters ~ it is very difficult to determine the 

sex of a chick. 

 

 Emma Wood ~ 221 TreeShade Drive, thanked Council for continuing to listen to the 

community about the issue of whether or not Washington city residents should have the freedom to 

own backyard chickens. She said there is an issue with perception vs. reality. We need to tackle three 

areas where perception vs. reality does not meet.  *Chicken manure is a nuisance ~ it is actually a 

benefit to gardens/landscaping as it can be composted.  *Allowing chickens will reduce property 

values due to the noise they make ~ chickens(hens) make very little noise so they would not reduce 

property values. *Perception of reducing property value due to chickens running at large ~ the 

ordinance says they have to be maintained in a house, coop or run. *Perception that chickens would 

attract troublesome levels of flies ~ this would not be an issue due to the small size of the flock and 

chickens actually eat bug/fly larvae. “Perception doesn’t hold up to the facts of reality.”   

 

 Stephen Wood 221 TreeShade Drive, discussed the current proposal of 50ft. He noted this 

seems suitable due to the small sized lots (most are less than 1/3 acre) in Washington.  New Bern, 

Chapel Hill, Garner, Hickory, Asheville, etc. allow distance less than 50ft. and they have been 

unhindered by the allowance of chicken ownership.  Statements read by Stephen Wood on behalf of 

Jason Williams and  Alexis Davis:  Jason Williams has practiced law in Washington for 15 years – 

allowing a small number of chickens would allow families to teach children where their food comes 

from and teaching responsibilities of caring for animals.  He hopes Council allows this request. Alexis 

Davis, Broker/Realtor with Century 21 supports allowing chickens in Washington City limits said 

buyers are asking if they can keep chickens and feel negatively if they are not allowed to have them.  

They allow for fresh and extremely local food production.  She urges Council to vote “yes” for the 

proposed amendment.  

 

 Rachel Wood 221 TreeShade Drive thanked Council for continuing to listen to the public about 

this issue.  Washington has been their home here for the past 15 years. She said it is exciting that 

Washington could be brought up to speed with this change.  She noted that twenty-week-old pullets 

are sexed at that point and are ready to lay eggs at that age.  The proposed number of chickens is 10 
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due to the egg laying cycle of chickens, this ensures there is not a gap in the laying cycle.  However, 5 

chickens is reasonable and would benefit residents.  She continued noting they have collected 160+ 

signatures in favor of the request. Mrs. Wood read comments from Gene Fox – Cooperative Extension 

Agent that outlined the benefits of chicken manure for gardens/landscaping.  Additional comments 

read from Margaret Ross, Poultry Agent at Cooperative Extension noted .47lbs of manure is produced 

in one week for 5 chickens. She (Ms. Ross) also agreed that the ordinance should be limited to just 

chickens.   

 

 Rachel Midgette, stated she does not live in City, but owns property on Market Street and is in 

support of raising backyard chickens.  This is a benefit to show children/families how to grow their 

own food.  The 50ft. allows more people to benefit from having chickens. This should be thought of as 

a city-wide zoning issue, not just a single subdivision or HOA.  She continued by asking Council to 

keep all citizens in mind. She noted benefits of chickens and chicken manure and urged Council to 

accept the recommendation and approve the ordinance. 

 

 Andrew Howard stated he does not live in the City, but owns business/property in Washington.  

He said based on the proposed regulations, in his professional opinion (Real estate appraiser) he 

doesn’t see how this could negatively impact property values.  He suggested the number of chickens 

should be limited to 5 instead of 10.  

 

 Liz Barnhardt stated she owns a house on West 13th Street and stated she is in support of being 

able to have chickens in the City of Washington.  She agreed the 50ft. distance requirement is very 

reasonable.  She likes that the waste can be composted and is in support of the ordinance as written. 

 

 Winnie Miller lives in Smallwood and said she has owned chickens for 8 years (outside of city 

limits).  She discussed decibel levels, noting the noise from a chicken is much lower than that of a dog 

or a shout from a human, etc.  She said 4-H members (110 children enrolled in 4-H in Beaufort 

County) and children have a strong desire to have chickens.  Her daughters participate in national 

poultry shows, etc.  She supports having chickens in the city limits. 

 

 Jen Hudson said she is a new homeowner in Runyon Hills and is in strong support of having 

chickens inside the city limits.  Discussed the possibilities this change could see and she is in support 

of chickens. 

 

 Gerald Seighman said he would recommend if there is an existing HOA, then Council should 

let the HOA decide if they want to have the chickens or not. 

 

 Myra Goodner a Smallwood resident said they do not have an active HOA.  She is in support 

of allowing chickens in the City as they will bring the benefit of nutrition and education to our 

children. 

 

 Kay Scerco lives at 207 TreeShade Drive and she feels chickens do not belong in the City.  She 

asked Council to think about what would tourist think about chickens inside the City. 

 

 Mac Hudson stated he likes the positive comments regarding composting chicken waste as it 

will replinsh nutrients in the soil.  He votes “yes” for chickens. 

 Bren Miller has been involved with chickens for about 8 years and noted one hen produces 2-3 

eggs per week, they only produce eggs when days are longer, in the shorter days they cannot produce 

enough calcium to produce eggshells.  Hens stop laying eggs after 2-3 years of age.  She supports the 

request for chickens inside the City. 

 

 Bret Bertwiger lives at 131 Castle Court – TreeShade Subdivision.  He is a farmer in Hyde & 

Tyrrell Co. He feels chickens belong in the country but not inside the city limits and subdivisions.  

 

Mayor Hodges closed the public hearing at this time. 

 

 Councilmember Mercer expressed his concerns with this ordinance and allowing chickens in 

the city.  Councilmember Brooks expressed concerns with bird flu and did not agree with allowing 

chickens inside the city.  
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  Councilmember Mercer made a motion not to accept the Planning Board’s recommendation to 

allow chickens within the city. Councilmember Brooks seconded the motion.  

 

 Discussion continued.  Mayor Pro tem Finnerty asked how are chickens different than the 

geese and cats walking around the city.  She has lived in 7 different states across the US and not one 

realtor had anything negative to say about chickens.  Approving this change may increase the values as 

the new generation wants chickens as there is a trend for healthier eating and they are growing their 

own food in their backyard gardens. 

 

 Councilmember Pitt commended Emma Wood on her pursuit of this item.  Mayor Hodges 

discussed the benefits of chickens but felt the number should be fewer than 10, maybe allow 6.   

 

 Motion re-stated: Councilmember Mercer made a motion to not accept the Planning Board’s 

recommendation to allow chickens within the city. Councilmember Brooks seconded the motion.  

Voting for the motion:  Council members Mercer and Brooks; voting against: Wyman, Pitt, Finnerty.  

Motion failed 2-3. 

 

 A motion was made by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Wyman for City 

Council to accept the recommendation of the Planning Board and approve the Ordinance to amend 

Chapter 4, Animals, Article I of the Washington City Code to all the keeping of chickens within the 

corporate limits of the City of Washington limiting the number to 6 chickens.   

 

 Councilmember Mercer suggested the ordinance should limit the area that chickens are 

allowed and should restrict this to certain zoning jurisdictions.  Mayor Pro tem Finnerty disagreed with 

the suggestion.  

 

 Motion re-stated: A motion was made by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by 

Councilmember Wyman for City Council to accept the recommendation of the Planning Board and 

approve the Ordinance to amend Chapter 4, Animals, Article I of the Washington City Code to all the 

keeping of chickens within the corporate limits of the City of Washington limiting the number to 6 

chickens.  Voting for the motion:  Council members Finnerty, Wyman and Pitt; voting against: Brooks 

and Mercer.  Motion carried 3-2. 

 

An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 4 Animals, Article I.  In General, of the Washington City Code 

WHEREAS, NCGS 160A-364 and NCGS 160A-381 authorizes local governments to amend ordinances 

regulating land use within their jurisdiction; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amendment set out below is made in accordance with NCGS 160A-364 and NCGS 

160-381; and 

 

WHEREAS, following the public hearing, the City Council of the City of Washington hereby finds that 

the amendment set out below is not inconsistent with the comprehensive plan or any other officially 

adopted plan that is applicable and is both reasonable as well as in the public interest because it is 

designed to promote the public health, safety and/or general welfare; and 

 

WHEREAS, the amendments set out below is intended to promote the public health, safety, and welfare 

by amending the City Code to define and regulate farm animals and to add prescribed conditions for 

such uses. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Washington, North Carolina as 

follows: 

The following be amended by adding: 

 

Section 1. Sec. 4-1. - Definitions. 

 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 
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Domesticated means any animal kept, cared for, sheltered, fed or harbored for use as a pet, work 

or as a source of food, including, but not limited to, cats, cows, dogs, fowl, horses, sheep and 

domesticated wild animals. 

 

Farm animal means “any domestic species of cattle, sheep, swine, goats, llamas, or horses, which 

are normally and have historically, been kept and raised on farms in the U.S. 

Fowl shall include chickens, turkeys, geese, ducks, and any other domesticated birds. 

 

Stockyard means any place or building where as many as ten (10) farm animals are confined or 

penned up while awaiting sale or slaughter. 

 

Sec. 4-2. - Stockyards declared nuisance. 

The construction, operation or maintenance of a stockyard in the city or within its extraterritorial 

jurisdiction is hereby declared to be a nuisance to adjacent property and to the general public, and the 

same is hereby prohibited. 

Section 2. Sec. 4-3. - Keeping farm animals, fowl.  

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep at any time any type of farm animal or fowl within the 

city except subject to the following conditions: 

  

(a) Chickens 

 

(1) Housing and enclosures.  The chickens will not be permitted to run at large, and must be 

maintained in a chicken house, coop or run of suitable construction and size for the number of 

fowl maintained in it. Each coop or house shall have 2.5–3.5 sq. ft. per chicken and each run 

shall have 4-5 sq. ft. per chicken.  The owner or occupant of any premises where such houses 

or coops are maintained shall thoroughly clean the same of all manure and other wastes at least 

twice each week. All waste material removed from houses or coops shall be hauled off of the 

site or disposed of on-site in such a way that it does not cause odor or attract flies. 

 

(2)  Location.  No chicken house or coop may be located any nearer than fifty (50) feet from 

any residence, hospital, business establishment or school.  All pens, coops, and runs must be 

located in the rear yard. 

 

(3)  Maximum number.  No more than six (6) domestic female chickens shall be maintained 

on one (1) lot.  No roosters are allowed. 

 

(4)  No residential sale or commercial activity of chickens is allowed. 

 

(b) Permit required; inspections required; violations. 
 

(1) Persons keeping chickens within the City shall first secure a permit from the code 

enforcement officer for the City of Washington, and shall renew such permit each year 

thereafter, on or before the anniversary of such permit. The code enforcement officer may 

enforce the stated conditions as are necessary to protect the health, safety and welfare of the 

public. Permits may be revoked by the code enforcement officer at any time upon violation 

of the terms of the permit or any provision of this section. 

 

Sec. 4-4. - Running at large. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to allow animals, livestock or fowl to run at large within the 

city, except as otherwise provided in this chapter. 

 

Sec. 4-5. - Hog lots or pens prohibited. 

 

It shall be unlawful for any person to construct or maintain a hog lot or pen within the city. 

 

  Sec. 4-6. - Construction and maintenance of stables, barns, etc.  
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It shall be unlawful for any person to construct or maintain any public or private stall, shed or 

barn for any domestic animal within the city at a distance closer than one hundred (100) feet to the 

nearest point of any residence or other building used for the purpose of human habitation. Each animal 

pen constructed under this section must be cleaned of all waste once per day. Such waste shall be 

placed in a flyproof container and disposed of biweekly. 

 

Sec. 4-7. - Maintenance of stalls, barns, etc. 

 

Any person owning or using any public or private stall, shed or barn within the city where animals 

are kept shall maintain such place in a clean and sanitary condition in order to protect the adjacent 

property and the general public. All stables, barns and sheds shall be maintained in accordance with 

the requirements of the city's Enforcement Officer. 

 

Sec. 4-8. - Bird sanctuary. 

 

(a) The entire area embraced within the corporate limits of the city is hereby designated as a bird 

sanctuary. 

 

(b) It shall be unlawful to trap, hunt, shoot, or attempt to shoot or molest in any manner, any bird or 

wild fowl or to rob bird nests or wild fowl nests; provided that if starlings, pigeons or similar birds 

are found to be congregating in such numbers in a particular locality that they constitute a nuisance or 

menace to health or property in the opinion of the authorities of the city, then in such event such birds 

may be destroyed by or under the supervision of the Chief of Police. 

Section 3.    This Ordinance shall become effective upon its adoption. 

Section 4.    All Ordinances or parts in conflict herein are repealed. 

 

Adopted this 12th day of February, 2018. 

ATTEST:          

s/Cynthia S. Bennett,       s/Mac Hodges, 

City Clerk          Mayor 

 
RECESS 

PRESENTATION - CDBG GRANT APPLICATION ~ NEIGHBORHOOD 

REVITALIZATION 

 City Manager, Bobby Roberson reviewed the background information pertaining to the grant 

application.  The department of Commerce, Division of Community Assistance, has provided 10 

million dollars in grant funds, under the category of Neighborhood Revitalization, for small cities to 

apply. The amount of each grant is $750,000. The program is designed to assist low to moderate 

income needs concentrating on housing assistance with acquisition when necessary, relocation 

assistance, and housing rehabilitation. The primary purpose of this public hearing is to introduce the 

program and determine the housing needs. The City of Washington, after Hurricane Matthew, received 

over 40 applications from individuals who suffered from flooding. The city has unmet needs for those 

individuals and this grant is providing assistance for our local citizens.  

 

 Mr. Roberson noted no match is required, but in order for our grant to be competitive he is 

recommending including $25,000 ~ funded over a two year budget period.  Councilmember Pitt asked 

if the grant includes buyouts and Mr. Roberson responded, “yes” but there are Federal guidelines that 

have to be followed.  Councilmember Mercer asked about the maximum amount of funding and 

possible locations within the City under this grant.  Mr. Roberson noted $750,000 is the maximum 

grant amount.  

 Mayor Hodges opened the public hearing.  There being no comments from the public, Mayor 

Hodges closed the public hearing at this time. 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council 

scheduled the second public hearing to be held on February 26, 2018, to consider applying for a 
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CDBG Block Grant in the amount of $750,000 for a neighborhood revitalization program with 

emphasis on those housing units that were damaged under Hurricane Matthew. 

 

PRESENTATION - ONENC GRANT FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 City Manager, Bobby Roberson reviewed the background information pertaining to the grant 

application. The City Council of the City of Washington has been requested to match one half of the 

performance grant for OneNC in the amount of $50,000.  The other one half of the $50,000 

performance grant match will be from Beaufort County. The City of Washington's matching amount is 

$8,100. The purpose of the public hearing is to receive public comments on the proposed economic 

development grant for "Project Garden."  Project Garden designs and manufactures Point of 

Purchase display units for Fortune 500 Companies. New capital investment is estimated at 

$1,095,000 which would create 53 new jobs in Washington and Beaufort County, if selected by the 

granting agency. The performance grant requires the company to meet its capital investment amount 

and job creation in order to qualify for the grant. The public benefits derived from this performance 

grant are the increase in our tax base and the creation of new jobs within Beaufort County. 

 

 Councilmember Mercer inquired about the job requirements for the grant.  Martyn Johnson 

stated the jobs have to be created within 3 years and held for an additional year (total of 4 years). 

Councilmember Pitt inquired of the location for this industry and Mr. Roberson responded it will be 

located in the Industrial Park area. 

 

 Mayor Hodges opened the public hearing.  There being no comments from the public, Mayor 

Hodges closed the public hearing. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Brooks, seconded by Councilmember Mercer, Council approved 
one half of the matching performance grant, in the amount of $8,100 for a OneNC grant in the amount of 

$50,000. 
 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:   

DISCUSSION – RAVONDA ORE & MELVIN COLLINS 

~ KEYS LANDING SUBDIVISION  

 Ravonda Ore distributed photos and discussed the road conditions of the unpaved street in the 

Keys Landing Subdivision. Residents from all five houses in the subdivision are present to speak to 

Council and are asking for support to get the street paved.  

 

 Dianna Riggins ~105 Sarah Keys Way discussed the road conditions of the unpaved street and 

asked for help from Council.  

 

 Melvin Collins is asking Council to pave the street.  He said someone needs to step up and 

consider a way to resolve this issue.  He noted the road has only been resurfaced one time in three 

years.  

 

 Daniel Garcia ~ 103 Sarah Keys Way said he understands funding is an issue, however they 

would like to have some type of maintenance schedule if the road cannot be paved. 

 

 Ashley Moore ~ 104 Sarah Keys Way stated the road is in horrible condition and asked for 

help from the City Council. 

 

 Solomon (last name not given) ~ said there needs to be a solution to get this problem resolved.  

 

 Councilmember Pitt stated we need to continue our efforts to resolve this issue and ensure this 

road is on the maintenance schedule.  Mr. Roberson noted this street is included on the maintenance 

schedule along with the other unpaved streets in the City. An additional update regarding the unpaved 

City streets will be included in the March 12 agenda.  Frankie Buck, Public Works Director reviewed 

the unpaved street maintenance schedule with Council, noting they typically service the roads twice 

per month, but it has been too wet recently to do so.  We need time for the road to dry out in order to 

grade the road.  Councilmember Mercer asked staff to increase the frequency once the road dries up.   
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CORRESPONDENCE AND SPECIAL REPORTS:   

MEMO – DOWNTOWN WI-FI PROJECT   

 David Carraway, IT Director reviewed the following memo with Council.  

This memo is to bring you up to date on the status and progress of the Downtown WIFI project. With 

the help of Washington Electric Utilities, waterfront dock staff, and Parks & Recreations; a solution 

was found for the access point at the Riverwalk light & Repress Street. WEU staff were able to run 

electrical power from one of the pedestals on the pier to the lamp which the Tropos access point was 

to be connected. This work was completed around the third week of December. At that point, all 

access points were communicating back to each other and back to city hall. An SSID (service set 

identifier) name of COW·H20 has be given as the primary name associated with this wire less local 

area network (WLAN). Client devices will use this name to identify and join the waterfront wireless 

network. Our goal was to have up before Christmas, however; this was not put into place until the 

week after Christmas due to several access points set up incorrectly. Further test and set up was 

performed on each access point as well as the firewall to maximum efficiency of each unit. The 

network SSID was opened to the public for use on January 2nd Since this date there have been 

254 devices connected to the network (total as of this memo date). We will continue to "tweak" 

the network as we continue to monitor usage going forward. Going forward: next is to reconvene the 

committee to go over progress, setup, usage data, and start the conversation of 3rd party splash 

screen software. Date to be decided by committee. 

 

MEMO – NOMINATION OF THE U.S. ARMY GUNBOAT PICKET TO THE NATIONAL 

REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES – 

 City Manager, Bobby Roberson reviewed the following memo submitted by John Rodman.  

The nomination for the Gun Boat Pickett to be on the National Register of Historic Places in the City 

Council meeting February 12, 2018. The Historic Preservation Commission approved to support the 

nomination at the commission meeting held January 2, 2018. Built in 1845 in New York City, the iron 

hull barge John R. Winslow was used on the Hudson River until 1861. At that time the Philadelphia 

Screw Propeller Company rebuilt it as steam-tug 129 feet long and 17 feet wide with a wood full 

encasing the iron hull and the installation of steam machinery and a screw propeller. Briefly named 

Philadelphia, it was purchased immediately by the War Department in December 1861 for use in the 

fleet being formed for the Burnside Expedition's invasion of North Carolina. Under its new name 

Picket, General Burnside chose the gunboat for his headquarters ship, and it led the fleet into 

Hatteras Inlet and was in the forefront of the fleet at the battles of Roanoke Island on 7-8 February 

and New Bern on 13-14 March. Stationed with the naval contingent at Washington, North Carolina on 

6 September 1862, Picket was destroyed in action by accidental explosion of its magazine during a 

raid by Confederates. The nomination of the U.S. Army Gunboat Picket to the National Register of 

Historic places is an honorary designation that Washington can take pride in having. 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council 

authorized the Mayor to sign the application to nominate the U.S. Army Gunboat Picket to the 

National Register of Historic Places.  

 

MEMO – 911 ADDRESS CHANGES 

 John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services Director reviewed the following memo with 

Council.  The purpose of an E-911 address is to assure that responses to emergencies are as timely 

and efficient as possible. The City of Washington recognizes that a geographically precise and 

accurate addressing system is paramount to a quick and efficient emergency response. Proper 

addressing and street naming is the backbone of the 911 system and it is the primary element that 

drives a complex process of emergency services technology, allowing 911 call takers, dispatchers, and 

responders to pinpoint an emergency location as quickly as possible. Precise addressing also 

contributes to effective governmental operations since a majority of government data is location 

specific. 

 

When Beaufort County took over the 911 dispatching for the City a number of discrepancies were 

discovered within the City's addressing system. Beaufort County has asked that the City correct those 

errors in order to establish a uniform system for addressing properties. This would require changing 

the existing addresses for a number of city residents and business. 
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The format of an address system is normally constructed using the street address. Each street address 

is comprised of an address number, unit number (if applicable) street name, street type and, if 

necessary, a street direction. It is sometimes necessary to change an assigned address. The reasons an 

address may need to be changed include: 

 • Any address related issue that causes confusion and potentially delays a timely and efficient 

 emergency response. 

 

Currently, a number of City Residents have an address location that is referenced to a structure or 

building name and not a street name. The problem with a building name address is that it is difficult to 

provide an accurate location for 911 dispatch and emergency services. The locations that the County 

has determined that has discrepancies and need to be readdressed include but are not limited to: 

1. Maryanna Mobile Estates 

2. The Courtyards Apartments 

3. Havens Wharf 

4. Armory Pointe Apartments 

5. Cherry Run Center 

I am looking for the Council's direction on changing the aforementioned addresses. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Brooks, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council 

authorized John Rodman & staff to proceed with the address changes as requested in the memo.  

MEMO – ELECTRICITIES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GRANT 

 The City Manager reviewed the following with Council. The Hackney Distillery LLC, owners 

of the former Bank of America Building located at 192 West Main Street, intend to apply for a Smart 

Communities ElectriCities Economic Development Grant. Participants in the grant are eligible to 

receive matching funds to be used for specific economic development projects. The structure is 

currently undergoing an adaptive reuse process in order to become a distillery, restaurant, and 

boutique hotel. Smart Communities grants are matching funds and must involve local funding . 

Normally grant funds are in the amount of $4,000. This year participating communities are eligible to 

receive $10,000 in grant funds for projects. The City of Washington intends to use $10,000 from the 

NC Department of Commerce's Downtown Rehabilitation grant as a local match for the project. Grant 

applications are reviewed continuously with awards made as applications are approved. 

 By motion of Councilmember Brooks, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council 

authorized the application for the ElectriCities Economic Development Grant. 

MEMO – CAPITAL FUND SPENDING ~ ROOF 

(approved as presented) 
There was a change order in the amount of $17,200 to replace 80 sheets of rotten plywood on the Moore 

Aquatic and Fitness Center roof. On December 11, 2017, City Council awarded the bid to replace the roof on 

the Moore Aquatic and Fitness Center. At that time, the number of pieces of plywood that would have to be 

replaced was unknown. We have funds of $16,794 left over in the Aquatic Center Capital Fund budget and $406 

will be transferred from the Aquatic Center Maintenance/Repair Building budget to cover this cost. 

From:  Recreation 10-40-6126-1500 $406 

To: Recreation 10-40-6126-7400 $406 

MEMO – CAPITAL FUND SPENDING ~ MOWER 

(approved as presented) 

The Maintenance Division of Parks and Recreation is asking to replace a 2012 Toro mower with a 

new Hustler mower. This mower is the main mower for mowing and mulching the parks and open 

spaces around town. The 2012 Toro mower, has 909 hours on it. It has a 25 hp Kubota diesel that has 

had a rod bearing to knock some rings out causing the motor to pump oil out of the exhaust. The motor 

needs to be completely replaced with a new Kubota at a cost of $6,693.00. This mower isn't scheduled 

to be replaced until the 19/20 budget, but with the high hours of operation, and no warranty, it is 

staff's recommendation to replace it now. A new mower is only $2563.00 more and will provide not 

only warranty, but fresh new parts. 

 

This was an unforeseen expense, but is necessary in order to continue operations. We have funds left 

over from the concrete project at the Complex that came in under budget to pay for this mower. There 

are only 2 dealers in the area that carry this type of mower: Enchanted Gardens quoted State contract 

and Ron Ayers came in under State Contract. 
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Enchanted Gardens $9,606 

Ron Ayers $9,254 

Estimated cost for repairs -$6,693.00 

Estimated Cost for replacement-$9,254.00 

Staff recommends a budget transfer from Parks and Grounds Capital fund to Maintenance and Repair 

of Equipment in the amount of $9,254.00 

 

From:  Recreation 10-40-6130-7400 $9254 

To: Recreation 10-40-6130-1600 $9254 

MEMO  - UNPAVED STREETS 

(approved as presented) 
During the discussion concerning the unpaved streets in the Keys Landing Subdivision, City Council 

requested that staff come forward with a list of unpaved streets inside the corporate limits. Attached to this 

Memorandum is a list of streets that are unpaved in the city.  We are anticipating that a cost estimate be 

prepared on the streets improvements and will be included in the up-coming budget discussions. As you 

will recall, the City of Washington receives funding from the gasoline sales tax given to us by the State of 

North Carolina. Our appropriation has been reduced by a substantial amount and therefore street 

improvements, including paving, remain at a minimum for our jurisdiction. The reduction in the Powell 

Bill funding occurred because of the improvements made by the Department of Transportation for 

the US 17 By-Pass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORTS FROM BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES:    
HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL – (approved as presented) 

Human Relations Council (HRC) report for the month of January 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 To promote social and economic equality in the community, working with Local Government and other 
resources 

 To appreciate the cultural and ethnic diversity of the citizens of Washington and Beaufort County 

 To encourage citizens to live and work together in harmony and mutual respect 
 

SCHEDULED PUBLIC APPEARANCES:  NONE 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

 

Discussion – Edward Peed Commemoration ~ Service:  Chairman Horton along with Board members approved the Edward 

Peed flyer once Council Liaison Pitt confirmed the keynote speaker.  Board members agreed to meet at Fire Station One on Saturday, 

February 17, 2018 @ 10:00am for food prep and set-up. 

 

Discussion – 2018 Fair Housing & Chain/Outreach Email:  Chairman Horton reviewed the upcoming Fair Housing event 

scheduled for Thursday, April 19, 2018 from 6:30pm – 8:00pm at the Grace Martin Harwell Senior Center.  Board member Rodman 

agreed to translate all active and possible projects into Spanish.  Ms. Brenda Dixon will be the guest speaker and HRC will have 

presenters lined up for the breakout session.   

 

Board member Taylor addressed the Chain/Outreach Email and circulated the listserv form.  Ms. Taylor requested Board 

members to provide individuals, churches, organizations, schools, or other entities that they would like to see included on the listserv.   

 

CITY OF WASHINGTON   
UNPAVED CITY STREETS   
July 1,2017   
12th Street  0.02 MI  

2nd Street  0.06 MI  

Berry Avenue  0.15 MI  

Crown Drive  0.07 MI  
Davis Alley  0.09 MI  

Harding Street  0.09 MI  

Hodges Avenue  0.16 MI  
Kinston Street  0.20 MI  

Maple Street  0.08 MI  

Mitchell's Alley  0.07 MI  
Old 2nd Street  0.09 MI  

Pamlico Street·  0.07 MI  

Queen Street  0.06 MI  

Sarah Keyes Way  0.12 MI  
Wilson Street  0.06 MI  
Wye Street  0.06 MI  
TOTAL UNPAVED CITY STREETS  1.45 MI  
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Discussion – Cinco de Mayo:  Chairman Horton and Board member Rodman reviewed the Cinco de Mayor project.  Board 

member Rodman voiced that in speaking with Sue Nicholson she understands the Arts of the Pamlico is considering this as a project as 

well.  Ms. Rodman suggested reaching out to Ms. Nicholson to see if we could partner together in sponsoring this event.  Board member 

Montague and Councilperson Wyman suggested reaching out to Ms. Debra Torrence as she is the Executive Director of the Arts of the 

Pamlico.  Updates will be received at the February meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  NONE 

  

OTHER BUSINESS: 

 FYI – All FYI items were discussed inclusive of the November 14, 2017 report submitted to City Council and the financial 

report.  

 

OPEN DISCUSSION: 

 Martin Luther King events 
 Assistance on reaching more of the Hispanic community to allow them more involvement with Eagles Wings 
 Updates with Washington Police and Fire Services 

 

ADJOURN: Until Tuesday, February 13, 2018. 

 

WASHINGTON ELECTRIC UTILITIES ADVISORY BOARD – (approved as presented) 

 Councilmember Mercer reviewed the report submitted by WEUAB. 

 RESPONSIBILITIES  

 To advise the Council on public concerns and perspectives regarding electric utility issues.  

 To participate in discussions concerning capital improvements including service extensions, rate making, 

communications with customers and customer service principles.  

 To consider community values and concerns when reviewing policy options.  

 To strive to reach consensus concerning issues and matters it takes under consideration; if necessary both majority and 

minority opinions will be considered and forwarded to the Council.  

 

ATTENDANCE  
The Washington Electric Utilities Advisory Commission met on Wednesday January 24, 2018 in the City Council Chambers at the 

Municipal Building. Present were: Chairman Stewart Rumley, at large; Pat Griffin, Washington; Vann Knight, Washington; Rudy 

Burns, Washington; Nicholas McKinley, Washington; John Taylor, Bath. Also present were City Councilman Doug Mercer, City 

Manager Bobby Roberson, City Chief Financial Officer Matt Rauschenbach, Director Electric Utilities Operations Jeff Clark; and 

Admin Support Specialist Wanda Modlin. The Washington Park seat remains vacant.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Chairman Rumley called for corrections to the minutes. There were none. The Board by consensus approved.  

 

Approval/amendments to the agenda.  

The agenda was approved by consensus as presented.  

 

Comments from the Public  

 A member of the public questioned why the meeting was not listed on the City of Washington website. The City Manager advised 

he would look into the matter and resolve it.  

 

Feedback from the Council  

 None  

 

Correspondence and Special Reports  

 None  

 

Old Business  

 Jeff Clark provided a handout for all substation maximum loads the are currently operating at and the percentage of load capacity. 

(Attachment A)  

 Jeff Clark provided a handout (Attachment B) comparing the Washington and Tideland residential rates for a small, medium, and 

large load. The rates are more nearly matched than most thought. A contributing factor is the fixed charge - $8.00 for WEU 

compared to $30 for Tideland.  

 Jeff Clark advised the GIS project field work was almost complete. Hopefully, the results will be forth coming in a view months. 

There is a quality assurance plan to check the finished product.  

 Jeff Clark familiarized the Commission with a portion. (Load Management) of the Electric Department Budget in preparation for 

reviewing the FY 2017-2018 budget. He also provided year to date savings for the program.  

 

New Business  

 Jeff Clark provided an update on the current CIP projects and those proposed for next FY. According to him, they will probably not 

complete all the projects for this year.  

 NOTE: Commissioner Knight departed the meeting prior to this discussion The Commission reviewed previous discussion items on 

the transfer policy (Attachment C) and agreed to forward a consensus recommendation to the Council to have the policy rewritten 

(Attachment D). The present policy is not transparent, outdated, confusing, and could violate NCGS 159B-39. Specifically, the 

Commission recommends two transfers: 1. Operating Transfers (return on Investment) which may have sub topics to annotate what 

the monies are for (Payment in Lieu of Taxes, etc.) or where in the General Fund  

 the monies are to be utilized. 2. Charge for Services  
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 The City Manager praised the Electric Department for having no reported outages during our recent adverse weather. The 

Commission echoed the Kudos!  

 

Any other business from the City Manager or his Designee  

 None  

 

Any other business from the Chair or members of the board.  

 Chairman Rumley asked the Commission if they received the “Hometown Connection” an ElectriCities Newsletter. Only the 

Chairman presently receives it. The Manager was asked if the members could be put on the distribution list.  

 Chairman Rumley asked Jeff Clark if Washington was a participant in the ElectriCities RP3 (Reliable Public Power Provider) 

Program. Mr. Clark advised we did not have the proper equipment to participate but it was budgeted for FY2019. He also 

indicated this would be a powerful management tool as it would point out our efficiencies and deficiencies, and allow us to 

compare our program to other utilities.,  

 

Adjournment 

Electric Fund Transfers 

The Washington Electric Utilities Advisory Commission forwards a unanimous consensus recommendation to the City Council to have 

the Transfer Policy rewritten.  

By definition (NC159B-39.) the FY2017-2018 transfers made to the Cemetery Fund, Payment in Lieu of Taxes (per City Attorney 

recommendation), Payment In Lieu of Utility Sales Taxes, and Payment to Economic Development are return on investment and should 

all be included in OPERATING TRANSFERS per its definition in our present Transfer Policy. 

We recommend only two transfers to the General Fund: 1. Operating Transfers; 2. Admin Charges.  We further recommend the 

subdivision of the Operating Transfers by fund/department within the General Fund and amount transferred. 

Example: 

Operating Transfers to the General Fund 

 Transfer to  Library Fund    Amount 

              Transfer to Recreation    Amount 

              Transfer to Public Works    Amount 

              Transfer to Cemetery Fund    Amount       

              Payment in Lieu of Taxes    Amount    

              Payment in Lieu of Utility Sales Taxes   Amount     

              Payment to Economic Development   Amount     

  Total Operating Transfer     Amount 

Admin Charges Transfer to General Fund     Amount 

Total Transfers to General Fund      Amount 

 

APPOINTMENTS:   

APPOINTMENT – BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND  

ENLARGED BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT ~ ALTERNATE MEMBER 

 By motion of Councilmember Brooks, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council 

appointed Stan Friedman to the Board of Adjustment to fill a vacant position, term to expire June 30, 

2021. 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Brooks, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council 

appointed Mitch St. Clair to the Enlarged Board of Adjustment - Alternate Member to fill a vacant 

position, term to expire June 30, 2021. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

APPROVE – REQUEST FROM ELIZABETH BAKER ~ “THE CRATEST BLOCK PARTY” 

 Elizabeth Baker presented the following request stating they are organizing a public 

community event to bring residents and visitors to downtown Washington for the evenings of March 

31, April 14 and May 5, 2018. They hope to see the community come out, support local restaurants, 

bistros and other businesses, and wrap their evening up at this exciting and much requested event. The 

previous ones brought a number of guests totaling around 300 to dine and shop in downtown 

Washington. “The Cratest Block Party" is a free, community event with a live DJ/Band playing a mix 

of oldies, top 40 and Beach music from 7pm to l0pm. They are requesting to close a section of Water 

St., between Market and Bonner from 5:30pm to 11:00pm. They have already received proper permits 

from the city and ABC board for the event, including an extension of premise. They have secured the 

necessary number of off duty Washington Police Officers and have the support of fellow businesses 

and the community. Their intention is to cordon off a section of Water St, directly in front of the 

building while maintaining a significant buffer on either side of the enclosed section. Only dancing, 

beer and wine will be allowed in a specified section of the enclosed area. They are requesting 

permission to close this section of Water St. on March 31, April 14 and May 5 from 5:30pm to 

11:00pm. 
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 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council approved 

the request from Elizabeth Baker as presented, which includes closing a section of Water Street, 

between Market and Bonner from 5:30pm to 11:00pm on March 31, April 14 and May 5. 

Motion carried 4-1 with Councilmember Mercer opposing.  

    

NEW BUSINESS: 

AWARD– BID TO SUPPLY AVIATION FUEL TO WASHINGTON-WARREN AIRPORT 

BACKGROUND AND FINDINGS: The Public Works Department held a formal bid opening on 

Thursday, February 1, 2018 at 2:00p.m. in the Public Works Office. Bids were received from (3) three 

aviation fuel suppliers. Campbell Oil Company is the apparent low bidder by price per gallon and the 

signing bonus. After evaluating the overall bid packages, I recommend the City continue to purchase 

fuel from Eastern Aviation Fuels due to transition cost to a new supplier and fuel truck rental savings. 

Attached is the bid tabulation for a more complete description. 
Aviation Fuel-Washington Warren Airport    

Bids Opened Thursday, February 1, 2018    
Item#  Description  Eastern Aviation    AVFUEL Corporation   Campbell Oil Company 

   

1  Jet A Fuel  2.2306/Gallon    2.25945/Gallon    2.14180/Gallon    

   25,000 Gallons Per Year  

      

2  AV 100 LL  3.2387/Gallon    3.3358/Gallon    3.07329/Gallon    

   18,000 Gallons Per Year   

     

3  Monthly Lease  Year 2000 Truck -$500/Month  Year 2002 Truck -$1,400/Month  Year 2005 Truck -

 Jet Refueler      3 months Free    First Year No Charge 

    $30,000 -5 years    $79,800 -5 years    $38,400 -5 years   

 
 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council awarded a 

bid to Eastern Aviation Fuels for contract commitments to supply aviation fuel products to 

Washington-Warren Airport for the City from February 28, 2018 through March 1, 2023.  

 

APPROVE – ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT VEHICLE PURCHASE AND SUBSEQUENT 

PURCHASE ORDER 

 Jeff Clark, Electric Director explained this vehicle would replace vehicle #615, which is a Ford 

F150 and will be replaced with a Chevrolet 1500.  The vehicle is listed in the replacement schedule.  

These were the findings after we took bids on the Chevrolet 1500 Pick-up Truck 

1- Feyer Ford $32,871.61 

2- Capital Ford $33,299.00 

3- Phelps Chevrolet $30,511 .85 

4- Capital Chevrolet $29,274.25 

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Mercer, Council approved the 

purchase and subsequent purchase order for the purchase of a Chevrolet 1500 pick-up truck from 

Capital Chevrolet in the amount of $29,274.25. 

 

AWARD – CDBG GRANT ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES CONTRACT - 

NEIGHBORHOOD  REVITALIZATION 

 The City Manager reviewed the request with Council and stated the City of Washington 

advertised the Request for Proposals in the Washington Daily News for CDBG Grant Administrative 

Services to write grant application for the CDBG Neighborhood Revitalization Project.  The contract 

services include the preparation of the grant application, but not limited to establish eligibility for the 

implementation of the housing rehabilitation and replacement program in compliance with both State 

and Federal Program Guidelines.  

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council awarded the 

CDBG Grant Administrative Service contract to Holland Consulting Planners (HCP) in order to write 

and administer the CDBG Program for the Neighborhood Revitalization Grant in the amount of 

$750,000.  The grant award for administration, is subject to the Neighborhood Revitalization Project 

award by the State, and will be negotiated by the city staff to an amount not to exceed 10% of the 

awarded grant amount. 
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ADOPT – RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO CONSIDER CLOSING AND ABANDONING A 

PORTION OF BERRY AVENUE 

 John Rodman, Community & Cultural Services Director reviewed the City of Washington 

received a request from Mr. Brad Horton, representing Crisp & Horton, LLC to consider a resolution 

to close a portion of Berry Avenue between the intersection of Harrington Street and West 5th Street. 

If the City adopts the Resolution of Intent to close the street, a public hearing shall be scheduled. The 

Resolution is required to be published four consecutive weeks in the local newspaper. In addition 

adjoining property owners have to be notified and the Resolution posted at each end of the right-of-

way.  There may be a need for an easement for a water line, staff will determine and if an easement is 

needed, the developer will pay for this.  

 

 By motion of Councilmember Mercer, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council adopted 

the Resolution of Intent to close and abandon a portion of Berry Avenue as shown on the attached map 

and schedule a public hearing for March 12, 2018 to consider a resolution ordering the closing and 

abandoning of said portion of Berry Avenue. 

 
 

 
RECESS 

 

PRESENTATION: – FY 2018-2019 AGENCY FUNDING REQUEST  
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BOYS & GIRLS CLUB – REQUESTED AMOUNT $20,000 

 Executive Vice President of the Coastal Plains Boys & Girls Club, D.J. Jones, presented the request of 

funding for the Boys & Girls Club.  Mr. Jones explained that all funding received stays in Beaufort County.  

The funding request for FY18-19 is $20,000. Washington Unit of Boys & Girls Clubs of the Coastal Plain is 

grateful for the previous financial support provided by the City of Washington. We are requesting $20,000 for 

the 2018-2019 fiscal year to support general operating costs, which allows us to keep the Club open, and 

serving youth, both during the academic year and during the summer. Funding received by the City of 

Washington will be used to pay utilities, which are estimated $14,000 annually, as well as $6,000 to support 

routine facility care, building and lawn maintenance, and upgrades to ensure the safety of our youth, staff, and 

the community at large. 

 

ZION SHELTER – REQUESTED AMOUNT $7,600 

 Larry McAvoy, Treasurer of Zion shelter and kitchen thanked the City for their support in the past and 

asked for continued funding in the amount of $7,600 for the Zion Shelter and Kitchen. Last year (CY 2017), it 

cost $95,791 to operate the Zion Shelter & Kitchen, which is a 46% increase over our 2016 expenses. Most of 

this increase was due to hiring an additional staff person to provide better coverage and supervision for the 

Homeless Shelter 365 nights a year. We also experienced a plumbing problem in the Shelter that cost us over 

$4,000 to repair. The money you and others have so generously donated allowed us to provide accommodations 

for up to 12 men a night, or 4,380 nights of safe, comfortable sleep per year. When we operate at capacity, as 

we do most nights during the winter, we can provide these accommodations for only $7 per person per night. 

We also provided over 10,739 meals to those less fortunate among us. We provide hot lunches to anyone who 

comes into the Shelter and Kitchen Monday through Friday, 52 weeks a year. Because of the sub-freezing 

temperatures for the past month, we have extended our hours to provide relief for our clients. 

We know you have difficult fiscal decisions ahead of you. We project that the Shelter and Kitchen will cost 

$92,108 in 2018. Our request from the City of Washington is less than 1% of our proposed budget. We hope 

that your budget will allow you to provide something for the neediest in our community. 

 

WRIGHT FLIGHT – REQUESTED AMOUNT $5,000 

 Lydie Jennings presented the funding request for Wright Flight.  Currently, the 5th grade students at 

John Small who are part of the Wright Flight Program are completing their course work. Many have finished 

already and are looking forward to Fly Day. I hope you all will join us on the first Fly Day of 2018, March 24 

between 9am-1pm to see your investment at work! The students are thankful for your continued support. 

 

EAGLE’S WINGS – REQUESTED AMOUNT $1,000 

 Ann-Marie Montague,Exec. Director - Eagle's Wings is approaching their 30th year in Washington. 

They are a needs based food pantry and clients have to prove their need by showing income and expenses. This 

request represents one month’s utility bill. They served over 3800 people this year.  

 

CORNERSTONE COMM. LEARNING CENTER – REQUESTED AMOUNT $7,000 

 No one present for funding request.  

 

DAUGHTERS OF WORTH – REQUESTED AMOUNT $500 

 Liz Lyles, Founder & CEO ~ Daughters of Worth presented the funding request for $500. Daughters of 

Worth is a 501 c (3) non-profit organization that exists to educate, equip, and empower girls of all ages to 

become strong women of influence in their communities. Through this organization, we fulfill our mission of 

empowering the girls that we serve through "Notes of Hope." Partnering with local schools to identify girls 

who are in need of extra hope and encouragement poured into their lives, we offer the girls an opportunity to 

be "adopted" by Daughters of Worth Notes of Hope for one full year. Once parents have approved for their 

daughters to receive Notes of Hope, we formally adopt her into the tribe of encouragement! Each month, 

women from the community gather together for a Notes of Hope Tribe writing party and write these precious 

girls cards of encouragement and inspiration! These cards are uniquely designed and printed by Daughters 

of Worth, so that each girl receives the same message of hope, love and encouragement. However, as the 

women of our communities gather together, they are able to contribute to the message that she receives. 

For many of the girls that we serve, this is the only form of encouragement that they receive on a consistent 

basis! We have had such positive feedback from parents, counselors, and educators as they are experiencing 

these girls being rejuvenated by these words of hope! Just as all of the other programs and services that 

Daughters of Worth offers to the girls of our communities, Notes of Hope is a completely free service! We never 

ask for a girl or for a school to financially contribute to the organization. In addition to receiving a handwritten 

card of hope each month, each girl is also invited to our annual GLAM (Girls Living a Mission) event that is 

hosted by Daughters of Worth and encompasses the following: character education, health and wellness, 

empowerment speakers, crafts, games, fun, food, music, mini-pampering sessions, service projects and healthy 

relationships! Once again, this is a completely free event for the girls - financially covered by sponsors who are 

personally investing into these precious girls! To serve 250 girls with Notes of Hope for 1 full year costs 

Daughters of Worth approximately $1500.00. We are currently serving 135 girls (Kindergarten - 12th grade) in 

8 schools in Beaufort County. These schools include: Bath Elementary, Chocowinity Primary School, 
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Chocowinity Middle School, Eastern Elementary School, John Cotton Tayloe, John Small Elementary, SW 

Snowden, and the Early College. We anticipate that in 2019, these numbers will drastically increase as we 

strive to offer the opportunity for Notes of Hope to even more girls and partner with every school in Beaufort 

County to ensure that these girls are being reminded that they are truly valuable and have the power to live the 

life of their dreams! We are humbly requesting that the City of Washington consider partnering with Daughters 

of Worth by providing $500.00 to utilize for the Notes of Hope program. In addition to encouraging these girls 

with handwritten cards of encouragement, we have also discovered that through this program, these girls are 

learning how to also inspire others. There have been stories of girls who are posting these cards in their 

bedrooms, so that they can reread these words of affirmation after difficult days. Others are beginning to 

encourage their friends at school by writing them cards, such as these. In addition, we are also receiving emails 

from school educators and counselors who are using these cards to help the girls improve their 

literacy, communication, and writing skills. We fully believe that Notes of Hope is impacting the lives of these 

girls in Beaufort County, and it would be a true honor and joy to partner with the City of Washington as we 

seek to inspire her together! 

 

PAMLICO ROSE – REQUESTED AMOUNT $10,000 

 Robert Sands, The Pamlico Rose Institute for Sustainable Communities is a Washington, N.C. nonprofit 

that rehabilitates failing or vacant historic homes for use in residential programs for female Veterans and 

disabled Veterans and their families, many of whom suffer from physical trauma, emotional trauma, or both. 

Restoring these historic houses provides homes and a place to rehabilitate their bodies and souls - and 

catalyzes community sustainability.  The Pamlico Rose Institute for Sustainable Communities (PRISC), a 

Washington, NC based 501(c)(3), is requesting $10,000 to lay a concrete foundation and stabilize the structure 

of a historic barn at their property at 219 E. 3rd Street. More specifically, the grant will be used to clear the 

existing materials from the barn and dispose of them, prepare for and lay the 32' by 47' concrete foundation, 

stabilize the structure through repair and/or replacement of failing studs and beams, and begin to attend to the 

aluminum outer skin. PRISC is rehabilitating a circa 1892 house at 219 E. 3rd street into "Rose Haven/' a 

reintegration home for female Veterans recovering from substance abuse issues. Rose Haven, which will open 

in late 2018, will serve four residents at a time as they journey through their final stage of recovery before 

reentering their lives.  

 

 PRISC is also renting the adjacent lot, 221 E. 3rd Street (a FEMA lot), where they will develop and 

construct a healing and artful landscape to include a produce garden. Due to the historical significance of the 

property, PRISC is committed to maintaining the existing barn. The current structure was built in 1961 on the 

site of the original barn that was constructed circa 1934. Both barns served as a blacksmith shop for J.W. Duke 

and his sons. The Duke family sold the property in the 1970s and one of the last owners utilized the barn to 

store construction materials. The barn has intrinsic value as part of the property at 219 E. 3rd, and along with 

the house, represents a historic anchor to the neighborhood. PRISC envisions "re-utilizing" the barn's large 

floor and space in several ways to serve the mission and residents of Rose Haven, but as well, concurrent with 

PRISC’s other mission, to promote historical preservation in Washington, NC. Plans for utilizing the barn 

include supporting the development and maintenance of the healing landscape, providing storage for tools and 

equipment, and housing produce from the healing garden for the residents - surplus produce will be given to 

Eagles Wings, a local food pantry for residents in need. The barn will also be utilized as storage for Rose 

Haven residents. PRISC also proposes to use the barn for the development of a "Wood Bank" to help serve the 

historic district and the need of district residents to replace wood with wood when attending to the needs of 

historic homes, such as clapboard siding. PRIC's rehabilitation of Rose Haven is currently utilizing reclaimed 

wood from similarly-aged structures in the local area to replace affected siding. There is a consistent need for 

siding replacement when it comes to historic homes; current local guidelines emphasize the need to replace 

existing wood siding and other areas of the house with similar wood. PRISC would offer wood that was donated 

to the Wood Bank at a reduced price to other community residents in the historic district with all proceeds, 

beyond operational costs, going to the mission and projects of PRISC. 

 

 A refurbished barn, and its diversity of purpose to support landscaping, gardening, storage, and the 

Wood Bank, would offer Rose Haven residents, and other Veterans in the community, a space to engage in 

activities to help forge community among Veterans, as well as be a place to learn skills important to urban 

agriculture, gardening, carpentry, and preservation. Studies of populations dealing with emotional and physical 

trauma - expressed in a variety of conditions, such as PTSD, addiction, and depression have shown the 

importance of engaging in projects, and crafts, and learning skills to manage stress and provide a sense of self-

confidence. With further modifications to the barn in the future, other intended uses include offering classes in 

yoga and arts and crafts, also shown to help manage emotional stress. 

 

WHDA – REQUESTED AMOUNT $55,000 

 Meg Howdy, Executive Director ~WHDA has and will continue to oversee Taste the Good Life (with the 

Chamber of Commerce), the Marine Market, the 4th of July Fireworks Celebration, and Pickin' on the Pamlico. 

In addition, the WHDA will continue to hold the Saturday Farmers Market on the corner of Bonner & Water 

streets. A large focus for 2018-2019 will be the Harbor District Market. The Market will be a permanent, year-

round, self-sustaining market providing local goods to an all-inclusive customer base from a range of income 
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levels, enriching the community. For many vendors, this will be a soft start to get their business running and 

then the WHDA will assist in finding permanent locations for their business to expand thus bringing more 

economic growth to downtown. There will also be educational space for public health programs such as healthy 

cooking on a budget, ties to the Underground Railroad museum, & craftsman demonstrations. The market 

model is built on a break even operating assumption. Funds awarded by the City of Washington will allow for 

the WHDA to continue to serve the downtown merchants, restaurants, and service professionals as well as the 

citizens of Washington. We have had a solid partnership with the City and with a new Executive Director on 

board full time; we know that partnership will continue to strengthen even further. 

 

HIGHWAY 17 ASSOCIATION – REQUESTED AMOUNT $7,500 

No one present for funding request.  

 

NC ESTUARIUM – REQUESTED AMOUNT $15,000 

 President and Chief Executive Officer, Jackie Woolard presented the FY18-19 funding request for the 

NC Estuarium in the amount of $15,000.  Over the last 20 years the Estuarium has earned a reputation as a 

credible source for science and history of the estuarine region and as a catalyst for environmental stewardship 

and sustainability. Our education narrative has been used by K-12 schools, community colleges, and four year 

universities. Science based organizations from across the state and beyond have solicited Estuarium staff for 

advisory positions and instructional programs. It is imperative that the information on display and that staff 

imparts be accurate, impartial, and contemporaneous. Specifically, we will use the requested appropriation to 

upgrade and/or replace several exhibits to ensure that they meet these standards. 

To do so will require: 

• Planning and design I 

• Scientific review 

• Services of an exhibit fabricator 

 

ARTS OF PAMLICO – AMOUNT REQUESTED $15,000   

 Debra Torrence, Director, Arts of Pamlico presented a request for funding.  City funding of $10,046 

allocated to the Arts of the Pamlico in fiscal year 2017-18 were used as the required match for $16,058 in 

state funding from the NC Arts Council and to partially support a menu of arts programming for City of 

Washington residents and visitors. Collectively the funds allowed local and regional art groups to reach more 

than 1,500 people, to date. Specifically, funds partially supported the following events, which have occurred: 

 • The 2nd Annual Hands On Arts Festival on September 30, 2017. The waterfront festival was 

 offered free to more than 300 children and adults who made and purchased local art. City 

 funds partially supported the festival and leveraged the time of more than 10 volunteers. 

 

 • The 1st Annual Blues and Jazz Festival on October 21, 2017 featured three bands that offered 

 free concerts for over 1,000 people and leveraged the time of more than 50 volunteers supporting the 

 festival and Noon Rotary's Smoke on the Water event. 

 

 • The 2nd Annual Children's Holiday Shop on December16, 2017 providing more than 100 

 youth and adults with the opportunity to make and purchase local art as holiday gifts. Funds 

 provided also leveraged the volunteer efforts of more than 20 City residents and Washington 

 High School Honor Students 

 

 • A series of Playwriting for Youth workshops have grown the skills of 20 youth who attended 

 workshops after school, many of who intend to continue learning how to write and perform 

 plays at the Historic Turnage Theatre. 

 

Upcoming arts and cultural events supported partially by City funding in this fiscal year include: 

 • Student art exhibit (March 2018) will support a month long display and public viewing of 

 artwork created by City of Washington youth. The estimated impact is 500 people. 

 

 • Art Break for Youth (April 2 6, 2018) will allow up to 10 children to attend this camp. 

 

 • A free, public youth performance on stage will be presented on stage on April 14, 2018. City 

 funds invested leveraged $750 sponsorship from Vidant Beaufort Hospital. The estimated 

 impact is 150 people. 

 

Events also partially supported by City were invested in people to downtown Washington over the 

past 7 months including: 

 • Low cost summer camps for kids took place in July and August reaching over 100 youth with 

 arts programming and free breakfast and lunch. Funding leveraged the USDA Food Program, 

 Parks and Recreation camp programs and the time of 5 volunteers. 

 

 • 1 free concert by Beaufort County Choral Society, reaching 150 people 
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 • 1 free concert by the Beaufort County Community Orchestra, reaching 100 people 

 

 • 3 free music performances by local and regional musicians, called Pamlico Sounds for more 

 than 150 people 

 

 • 5 free blues & jazz concerts offered by local musicians during the fiscal year reaching nearly 300 

 adults 

 

CHRISTMAS PARADE KIWANIS – REQUESTED AMOUNT $1,350 

 City Manager, Bobby Roberson explained the Kiwanis Club of Washington, in conjunction with the City 

of Washington, has on the first Saturday of December of each year prepared and presented the Annual 

Washington Christmas Parade. The proceeds from the Christmas Parade go towards college scholarships for 

students who are seniors at Northside, Southside and Washington High Schools. 

 

ANY OTHER ITEMS FROM CITY MANAGER: 

OUTSIDE FOOD DISPENSER  

 The City Manager noted in the past, Council has directed him if a specific use is not listed in 

the Zoning Ordinance, then the use needs to be presented to Council for review.  This particular 

accessory use (outside food dispenser) is not listed in the Zoning Ordinance. He noted he has not 

talked to Rachel Midgette regarding this item.  He is asking for Council’s permission to allow this use 

(outside food dispenser) located directly behind her existing business (Rachel K’s Bakery). 

 

 Councilmember Mercer said the proper thing to do would be to amend the Zoning Ordinance 

to say it is allowed if that’s what the Planning Board recommends. Mayor Pro tem Finnerty asked 

“what constitutes an accessory use”, Mr. Roberson explained.   

 

 Rachel Midgette said she was unaware this item was being discussed and asked how the food 

box is different from other similar “boxes” scattered around town. She noted that she asked City staff 

if she had to get permission and was told no that is was ok to proceed with installation of the box. 

  

 Mayor Pro tem Finnerty asked for the size of the “box”, Ms. Midgette noted 3’x3’x2’. Ms. 

Midgette noted the photo Mr. Roberson distributed was a sample that was posted on her website and 

not the actual box she plans to install. This is part of a national movement called “blessing boxes” that 

will have dry goods, toiletry items, etc. 

 

 Mayor Pro tem Finnerty said she was ready to make a motion to allow this.  

 

 John Rodman stated that Ms. Midgette called him and asked about this item.  He advised her it 

was an accessory use and gave her permission to install this “blessing box”.  He said if anyone is to 

blame it is him not her, she followed proper procedure. Councilmember Mercer suggested amending 

the Zoning Ordinance so Mr. Rodman would not be tasked with making these decisions in the future. 

Mr. Rodman advised she has been given permission for this item, but that would be a good idea for 

any future request.  Ms. Midgette asked if it was ok to proceed with installation and Mr. Roberson told 

her “yes”. 

 

WATER STREET ~ ONE -WAY STREET PROPOSAL 

 The City Manager discussed the possibility of Water Street becoming a one-way street.  He 

also discussed the parking lot at Water & Bonner Street.  Council discussed this item and noted the 

problem is parking in the 100 block of Water Street as the street is not wide enough for on-street 

parking and two-way traffic. Council noted to disregard the one-way proposal on Water Street and 

look into limiting parking in the 100 block of Water Street.  This item will continue to be reviewed 

and come back to Council in March. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE MAYOR OR OTHER MEMBERS OF COUNCIL: 

  DISCUSSION – ITEMS REQUESTED BY COUNCILMAN PITT 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 Councilmember Pitt suggested adding the Pledge of Allegiance to the City Council agenda.  

  

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, Council agreed to 

add the Pledge of Allegiance to the City Council agenda.  
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES CONFERENCE IN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 

 Councilmember Pitt discussed the 2017 National League of Cities conference that was held in 

Charlotte, NC.  This was the first time the conference had been held in North Carolina in over 9 years.  

The 2018 NLC conference will be held in Los Angeles, California, he noted registration would be 

$600 with hotel and flights rounding out the total cost to $2,000.   

 

 Mayor Hodges noted he was opposed to funding attendance for this conference as the cost will 

be anywhere from $5,000 - $7,000 not $2,000 as mentioned by Councilmember Pitt. 

 

CITY COUNCIL ATTENDANCE AT EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS IN THE STATE 

 Councilmember Pitt discussed various classes offered by UNC-SOG, noting registration costs 

anywhere from $125-$200 and asked this to be considered during the budget discussions.  

 

BUSINESS CARD DISPLAY IN CITY HALL LOBBY 

 Councilmember Pitt discussed his desire for Council members to have their business cards on 

display in the lobby at City Hall.  

 

CLOSED SESSION:  UNDER NCGS§143-318.11 (A)(3) ATTORNEY/CLIENT PRIVILEGE 

(A)(4) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council entered into 

closed session at 9:35pm under NCGS§143-318.11 (A)(3) Attorney/Client Privilege, (A)(4) Economic 

Development. 

 

 By motion of Mayor Pro tem Finnerty, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council agreed to 

come out of closed session at 9:50pm.  

 

POLICE STATION SITE 

 Mayor Hodges discussed the property located at 5th and Bonner Street (owned by the City) and 

the possibility of this site being used as the new police station site.  Council members and staff 

discussed the various concerns with this property as well as the property located at 3rd & Bridge St. 

(former Dr. Pepper site). Council continued discussion of this item, noting the City Attorney will 

research this property for any restrictions.  

 

 The City Manager and City Attorney will bring back their research to Council on February 26. 

Council authorized the City Attorney to contact Chris Respess in order to schedule a meeting with the 

City Manager/City Attorney. 

 

ADJOURN 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council adjourned 

the meeting at 10:30pm until Monday, February 26, 2018 at 5:30pm, in the Council Chambers. 

 

         

         ________________________ 

         Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC 

         City Clerk  

  

 

 

    
  

  
 


